H .OZ'U
H@ﬁo>n
\ ZOo

-H}M\ICUZ
£ '}c‘r ;o
W=

F200943 A 17H M5 R R B K B AL B Fr 347 M P12 3 20094 r = L3
SR B S F R /NE R

SPEECH BY MS LIM SAU HOONG, CHAIRPERSON OF PROMOTE
MANDARIN COUNCIL, AT THE LAUNCH OF THE SPEAK MANDARIN
CAMPAIGN 2009 ON 17 MARCH 2009, 5.00 P.M. AT NTUC AUDITORIUM.
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Minister Mentor Lee Kuan Yew
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Mr Lim Swee Say, Minister, Prime Minister’s Office
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Rear Admiral (NS) Lui Tuck Yew, Senior Minister of State for Education and

Information, Communications & The Arts
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Distinguished guests
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Ladies and gentlemen
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Good Afternoon
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Introduction
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It is my pleasure to be here with you today to celebrate the 30™ anniversary of
the Speak Mandarin Campaign. This campaign has come a long way since

Minister Mentor Lee Kuan launched it 30 years ago. Over the years, we have

succeeded in inspiring more Singaporeans to speak and use Chinese.
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But these efforts would not have been realized without the partners who share
our vision of promoting the proficiency in Mandarin. | would like to take this

opportunity to thank all partners for their support.
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Importance of learning Mandarin
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Mandarin has made its presence felt all over the world with the emergence of
China as an economic and cultural world player. The hosting of the Olympic
Games in Beijing last year created an even greater awareness of Mandarin and

Chinese culture.
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The learning of Mandarin goes far beyond its usefulness in conducting
commercial transactions. This is because knowledge of Mandarin provides a
bridge by which we can appreciate better the richness of a 5,000-year-old culture.
This in turns help us to identify with our roots which could lead to better universal
interaction between all people who speak Mandarin and appreciate Chinese

culture.
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A significant milestone for Promote Mandarin Council
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At this important milestone — the 30th Anniversary of the campaign — Promote
Mandarin Council will place even greater emphasis on encouraging and
supporting Chinese Singaporeans and Permanent Residents to be effectively
bilingual as well as bicultural. This will be done through a nationwide initiative
that aims to deepen their appreciation of Chinese culture and grow their

competency level in communicating in Mandarin.
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Good, effective communication goes beyond language competency, and requires
an accurate and deeper understanding of people's socio-cultural background.
The Promote Mandarin Council recognises that for the next phase of Speak
Mandarin Campaign, we have to move beyond the learning of the language to
also embrace the cultural aspect. It is only then that we can equip our target

audience to be both effectively bilingual and bicultural.
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A sneak preview of The Chinese Challenge

TR B 2R AE P R e, — T B B L3 3 HE SO SOR PR AR A TR 31,
DA EEZRE T3, SdnbBr s Nz 1 esc el . RO, St 1 AR
) R HETE ST I B ) DA AR R

In two weeks’ time, the Promote Mandarin Council will launch a new and
interactive challenge to encourage Singaporeans to learn Mandarin. This
Challenge uses a simple format to make learning of the language and culture an

active and rewarding experience.
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For now, let me share with you a television commercial where you will see that

people all over the world, regardless of their colour, nationality and race, are
embracing the language. So what are we waiting for?

KK
Thank you.
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[Emcee to step in to cue for applause and cue for TVC to run]
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